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PWB Broadband Program and Awards
Broadband 
Program

Awards Funds

FY20 Planning 9 $450K

FY21 Construction 
(state grant/loan)

6 $8.11M

FY22 Construction 
(federal - grant)

15 $44.7M

FY22 Construction 
(state loan)

1 $1.8M

FY23 Construction 
(state loan)

1 $3.7M



Statewide Impact – Connecting Unserved



Current Funding Timeline
Nov 6, 2023 – May 3, 2024

Jan 08, 2024 – Feb 09, 2024

Board Awards Funds:
May 3, 2024

Nov 06, 2023 - Jan 4, 2024 Feb 09, 2024 - March 22, 2024

$15.7 M in State Funding Available
30% Grant & 70% Loan -  Distressed or Tribal

Loan Only – Non-distressed

Cycle Opened:
November 6, 2023



Challenge: 
• Limited demand for loan funding and need for 

authority to determine grant and loan allocations

Opportunities – positioning for future:
• Funding distressed project areas in urban areas
• Funding future unmet need

PWB Broadband Program 
Challenges and Opportunities



PWB Broadband Legislative Request

2024 Legislative Session:

Update capital budget provisos to authorize the Public 
Works Board to award state dollars as grants and loans.



Sheila Richardson
Programs Director
Public Works Board

564-999-1927
sheila.richardson@commerce.wa.gov
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